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Contributing to the appropriate consideration now being given 
te the growing conception of Democracy, The Editor in The Place 
of Imponderables in a Democracy, calls attention to unseen char- 
acteristics which too frequently are overlooked in apparent emer- 
gencies of so-called practical necessity. 


Professor Paul R. Helsel in The Foundations of Western Democ- 
racy undertakes to disclose the ground of the democratic impulse. 
Is democracy merely a human convention, is it an inevitable reflec- 
tion of environment, or is it rooted in cosmic reality? Dr. Helsel is 
Associate Professor of Philosophy, University of Southern Cali- 
fornia. A BD EES 
From Conflict to Cooperation, by the late Louis J. Hopkins, will 
be read with mingled emotions. The readers of Mr. Hopkins through 
the years will relish the accustomed clarity and progression of his 
thought as it moves from a consideration of the simple in conflict to 
the complex in cooperation. At the same time, all will regret the 
silence of one who for many years was read through these columns 
and will mourn the end of a helpful support to The Personalist. 


Benjamin Eric Smith, before entering the army, was a graduate 
student and leader at The University of Southern California. A 
Pacifist Soldier Looks at the War affords an interpretation of duty 
in a national emergency and carries with it a conviction worthy of 
consideration by all young men today who still linger in Mr. Smith’s 
sentiments of yesterday. 

In Nothingness, Mary Sinton Leitch reverses the time-worn saw 
that man craves the Infinite. The opposite, also, we are told, is true; 
man also longs for finiteness. 


Professor Bernard Eugene Meland, Department of Religion, 
Pomona College, California, in The Retreat to Tradition seeks an 
equilibrium between the modernist tendency in literature which 
ignores too much the past and the traditionalist who is likely to 
satisfy himself with re-interpretations of the past. 


Dr. William Peter McEwen, Assistant Field Director with the 
American Red Cross overseas, in Whitehead’s View of Personal 
Growth, outlines what he conceives to be Whitehead’s principle of 
teleological self-causality which defines personal identity. 


In The Discourse of Diotima, Jared S. Moore has undertaken an 
enrichment of knowledge concerning Plato’s teaching about love 
and beauty. Dr. Moore, one-time President of Western Reserve 
University, is now professor of philosophy in that institution. 


Readers of The Personalist will welcome once more the writin 
of Gustav E. Mueller, Visiting Epicurus’ Garden. Dr. Mueller is 
professor of philosophy, University of Oklahoma at Norman, © 
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